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Sharing House News 
Real compassion among 

neighbors who face financial 
emergencies and are struggling 

to meet life’s basic needs. 

 

Thank You for All You 
Accomplished in 2016 

  Sometimes we take for granted the impact that our collective 
ministry has on our community of Transylvania County.  Often we hear from 
folks that they would not know what to do if there wasn’t a Sharing House to 
lean on when times are tough.  Again, for the fifteenth year in a row, the 
Sharing House has seen an increase in the services provided to neighbors in 
need.  We are stronger together in our shared ministry.  Thank You! 

Households Served  7,179   (+6%) 
First Time Visits   350   (-31%) 
Fresh Produce Visits  7,699   (+15%) 
Total Pounds of Food  319,743  (+14%) 
Water    213   (+8%) 
Power/Heat   971   (+2%) 
Showers   2,095   (+43%) 
Rent    88   (+5%) 

Transylvania Christian Ministry was founded 36 years ago by several county churches who 
pooled resources to alleviate suffering of those living in poverty.  Today we serve 20% of the 
county ‘s population with a total budget of $1.5 million                   ($700,000 cash budget 

and $800,000 in-kind donations).   

Upcoming Dates 
January 24 

2pm 

February 2 
5:30-8:00pm 

March 14 
3pm 

April 27 
5:30 -7pm 

Launch of “Navigate Your 
Path- “The R Rules” at 
Davidson River School.  A 
program to empower youth 
for building life resources. 

Chili Cook-Off Supporting 
Sharing House—Mountain 
Sun School, @ Brevard 
Music Center 

Clothing Room Switchover 
to Spring/Summer Clothes 

Sharing House Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner at 
Strauss Park Club House 

Did You Know? 

February 6 Getting Ahead Class Starts 

March March Madness            
Food Drive 
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Power Up! Dinners 
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The most costly assistance 
Sharing House offers is heating 
assistance.  We average 900 
households who have difficulty 
heating their homes during the 
winter season.  On average, we 
give $200 to go towards filling an 
oil tank or paying down the 
increased power bills.  Many of 
our families struggle to heat their 
homes due to poor insulation and 
thin walls.  It is not unusual to 
have a power bill for a two-
bedroom mobile home to be over 
$150 a month, usually heated by 
electric baseboard heating.  For 
homes that heat with oil, service 
companies prefer to come to 
people’s homes to completely fill 
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an empty tank, which will cost 
around $300.  The large energy bills 
are hard to sustain if the winter 
conditions are prolonged.   

The Sharing House will give 
$140,000 in heating assistance 
this winter.   We used to rely on 
Duke Power’s “Share the Warmth” 
charity program, where Duke 
customers could give extra money 
on their electric bills, to be 
distributed back to the county from 
where the gift was made. Now the 
charitable donations are distributed 
throughout NC, leaving our county 
with $2,000 grant from Duke 
Power.  Considerably less 
assistance than previous years. 
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Power Up! Dinners were started in 
2016 as a way to raise money 
designated for heating assistance, 
in hopes to make up the large 
difference.  Last year, our dinners 
raised over $14,000.  So far this 
year, we have raised $9,000 with 7 
parties, given by volunteers with 
their friends and neighbors. 

If you would like to host a Power Up! 
Dinner, simply call Shelly Webb at 
884-2866 ext. 105.  She will give 
you a “Power Up Host Packet” with 
all of the instructions.  Guests will 
come to your table, eat, laugh, and 
then donate to the cause!  It’s a 
simple way to raise much needed 
funding to keep people warm! 
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“Christmas Blessings” Report 
THANKS to the many churches, businesses, schools and small 

groups that volunteered by collecting toys and children’s books, 

stocking stuffers and clothes for our “Christmas Blessings” 

program in December.  We were able to provide up to a $50 
value of Christmas toys, games,  and books for 751 children and 

youth.   

Our program is empowering for low-resourced families who 
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The	  Widening	  Gap	  between	  
economic	  classes	  has	  been	  a	  hot	  
topic	  in	  the	  past	  year	  among	  the	  
media,	  economic	  analysts,	  
religious	  communities	  and	  supper	  
tables.	  	  Hearing	  about	  the	  
struggles	  and	  real	  suffering	  of	  
those	  trying	  to	  make	  a	  living	  in	  
our	  world	  can	  be	  overwhelming.	  	  
The	  problems	  seem	  so	  
insurmountable.	  	  Is	  it	  really	  
possible	  to	  make	  a	  difference?	  

If	  you	  are	  anything	  like	  me	  then	  
your	  reaction	  to	  poverty	  is	  a	  
mixture	  of	  compassion	  and	  
helplessness.	  	  People	  of	  faith	  care	  
about	  those	  our	  society	  
determines	  are	  “the	  least”,	  
whose	  voices	  are	  normally	  
squelched	  and	  whose	  interests	  
are	  the	  last	  to	  be	  considered	  
among	  the	  “greatest”.	  	  	  You	  
know	  how	  big	  the	  problems	  are.	  	  I	  
often	  find	  myself	  asking:	  	  What	  
can	  I	  do?	  	  What	  can	  anyone	  do?	  	  
We’ve	  heard	  the	  bleak	  statistics	  
before.	  	  It’s	  not	  news	  that	  there	  is	  
a	  widening	  problem.	  

The	  news	  is	  that	  there	  is	  actually	  
hope	  for	  real	  change.	  

Jesus	  said,	  “you	  will	  always	  have	  
the	  poor	  among	  you.”	  	  He	  was	  
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quoting	  from	  the	  Torah,	  “You	  will	  
always	  have	  the	  poor	  among	  you.	  	  
Therefore	  I	  command	  you	  to	  be	  
openhanded	  toward	  your	  
brothers	  and	  sisters	  and	  toward	  
the	  poor	  and	  needy	  in	  your	  land”	  
(Deuteronomy	  15:11).	  	  	  

It	  is	  true	  that	  there	  will	  always	  be	  
people	  in	  need	  around	  us,	  and	  
the	  clear	  point	  is	  that	  we	  need	  to	  
therefore	  live	  in	  generosity	  and	  
compassion.	  

	  The	  good	  news	  is	  that	  there	  
is	  real	  hope	  for	  real	  change.	  

Some	  46	  million	  people	  in	  the	  
United	  States	  live	  in	  poverty.	  	  The	  
poverty	  line	  for	  a	  family	  of	  4	  in	  
the	  US	  is	  $23,000.	  	  Many	  of	  the	  
families	  we	  serve	  have	  to	  work	  2	  
jobs	  	  to	  live	  just	  above	  the	  
poverty	  line.	  	  If	  it	  wasn’t	  for	  this	  
ministry,	  if	  it	  wasn’t	  for	  the	  faith	  
convictions	  of	  our	  congregations	  
who	  believe	  everyone	  should	  
have	  the	  basic	  necessities	  for	  
life…	  our	  neighbors	  would	  suffer.	  

Again,	  I	  know	  there	  is	  good	  news	  
and	  there	  is	  a	  real	  abiding	  hope	  
for	  change.	  	  We	  see	  it	  everyday	  at	  
the	  Sharing	  House,	  when	  
neighbors	  come	  together	  to	  fulfill	  
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needs	  for	  food,	  clothing,	  and	  
utility	  assistance.	  	  People	  who	  
come	  in	  need	  do	  not	  need	  to	  feel	  
shame	  for	  having	  to	  ask	  for	  help.	  

There	  are	  people	  waiting	  with	  
compassionate	  hearts	  and	  open	  
minds	  to	  try	  to	  understand	  the	  
complexity	  of	  poverty.	  	  	  

If	  your	  congregation,	  Sunday	  

School	  class	  or	  small	  group	  wants	  
to	  learn	  more	  about	  generational	  
poverty,	  invite	  me	  to	  come	  and	  
share	  in	  a	  workshop	  called	  
“Bridges	  Out	  of	  Poverty”.	  	  Thank	  
you	  for	  continuing	  to	  be	  a	  source	  
of	  hope!	  	  	  	  	  	  -‐-‐	  Shelly	  Webb	  

 

“Love recognizes no 
barriers.  It jumps 

hurdles, leaps fences, 
penetrates walls to arrive at its 

destination full of hope.” 
Maya Angelou    

“I f you can’t feed a 
hundred people, 

then feed just one” 
Mother Teresa 
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Meet	  the	  “Perry”	  family	  (name	  
changed	  for	  confidentiality).	  	  
They	  are	  a	  vibrant	  family	  of	  6—
two	  adults	  with	  four	  kids	  under	  
the	  age	  of	  12.	  	  	  

When	  they	  moved	  to	  
Transylvania	  County,	  they	  had	  a	  
large	  single-‐cab	  truck	  used	  for	  
Tom’s	  previous	  work	  as	  a	  
landscaper.	  	  The	  rest	  of	  their	  
belongings	  were	  in	  a	  towing	  
trailer.	  	  	  

The	  Perrys	  ended	  up	  having	  to	  
move	  to	  Transylvania	  County	  
from	  GA	  to	  be	  closer	  to	  family	  	  
who	  could	  help	  make	  ends	  meet.	  

The	  Perry’s	  have	  worked	  hard	  to	  
scrape	  by	  in	  this	  season	  of	  life.	  	  
They	  are	  determined.	  They	  love	  
their	  children	  and	  will	  work	  two	  
or	  three	  jobs	  to	  secure	  housing,	  
food,	  and	  everything	  else	  it	  takes	  
to	  simply	  live.	  	  	  

Since	  moving	  to	  Brevard,	  Tom	  
secured	  a	  job	  with	  Gaia	  Herbs,	  
working	  full	  time	  with	  full	  
benefits.	  	  Molly	  is	  working	  part-‐
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time	  when	  Tom	  is	  home	  to	  take	  
care	  of	  the	  kids	  and	  household.	  	  
They	  work	  with	  their	  employers	  
to	  stagger	  their	  work	  schedules	  
so	  a	  parent	  is	  always	  available	  for	  
the	  children.	  

It’s	  hard	  to	  manage	  a	  full	  house	  
and	  two	  jobs	  with	  one	  oversized	  
work	  truck.	  	  Molly	  reported	  that	  it	  
was	  difficult	  just	  to	  park	  it	  at	  the	  
grocery	  store.	  	  Whenever	  they	  
needed	  to	  go	  somewhere	  as	  a	  
family,	  such	  as	  a	  doctor’s	  
appointment	  with	  a	  sick	  child—
they	  would	  have	  to	  determine	  
who	  would	  stay	  home	  because	  a	  
family	  of	  6	  can’t	  fit	  into	  a	  single	  
cab	  truck.	  	  

Sharing	  House	  received	  a	  mini-‐
van	  as	  a	  donation	  to	  the	  	  
Wheels	  to	  Work	  program.	  	  Molly	  
says	  the	  van	  is	  a	  “life-‐changer	  for	  
us”.	  	  She	  can	  now	  safely	  get	  to	  
and	  from	  work,	  and	  can	  park	  it	  in	  
one	  parking	  space	  instead	  of	  two!	  	  	  

The	  family	  can	  safely	  be	  
transported	  on	  errands	  and	  no	  
one	  has	  to	  stay	  home.	  	  	  This	  
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family	  is	  getting	  more	  financially	  
stable	  every	  month,	  and	  they	  feel	  
empowered	  through	  the	  Wheels	  
to	  Work	  Program.	  

Wheels	  to	  Work	  Program	  is	  
sustained	  by	  public	  donations	  of	  
reliable	  vehicles.	  	  Our	  dream	  cars	  
and	  vans	  are	  10	  years	  old	  or	  
younger,	  in	  good	  condition.	  	  
These	  donations	  may	  be	  eligible	  
for	  tax-‐benefits,	  and	  all	  
paperwork	  is	  provided.	  	  Chris	  
Lewis,	  our	  faithful	  Wheels	  to	  
Work	  	  mechanic	  volunteer,	  looks	  
over	  the	  cars	  	  and	  repairs	  small	  
items.	  

We	  take	  applications	  and	  vet	  
each	  one-‐	  being	  sure	  the	  
participant	  can	  afford	  insurance	  
and	  maintenance	  for	  the	  car.	  

Then	  participants	  can	  “purchase”	  
a	  choice	  car	  with	  $20	  monthly	  car	  
payments	  for	  two	  years.	  	  	  

The	  changes	  have	  been	  positive,	  
allowing	  participants	  to	  feel	  
empowered	  receiving	  a	  hand-‐up	  
and	  the	  pride	  of	  “owning”	  the	  car!	  

Gett ing Around Transylvania County with 
Wheels to Work—10 cars in 2016 

1

Board Governance 

Volunteers for Committee work 

in the areas of : 

Signature Fundraising Task Force 

Resource Development   

Planning and Evaluations 

Finance                             

Property                              

Human Resource                  

Grant Writing                                        
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Pantry Volunteers 

Weekend Food Lion Pickup    

Thursday Morning Produce 

Clothing Volunteers 

Clothing Sorters and         

Clothing Room Attendant 

MOST NEEDED CLOTHING 

ITEMS 

Men’s and Women’s Underwear 
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MOST NEEDED PANTRY ITEMS 

 Emphasis for February/March 

Applesauce and Beef Stew 

TOP 10 Most Needed Items 

Canned Fruit                        

Canned Peas               

Mayonnaise/Ketchup                                     

Cold and Hot Cereal          

Spaghetti Sauce Hamburger 

Helper 

Volunteer Opportunities for Individuals and Groups 
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Transylvania Christian Ministry, 

Inc. received a $20,000 grant 

from the Community Foundation 

of Western North Carolina and 

the Transylvania Endowment 

Fund for expanding the Getting 

Ahead” program into 

Transylvania County Schools/ 

Davidson River School.   

The grant was a generous 

donation to invest in our youth, 

while creating a new 

partnership endeavor with 

Transylvania County Schools.  

Without the seed-money, we 

could not launch such an 

incredible program with proven 

success rates from across the 

United States. 

Believing that many young 

students who live on the 

outskirts of poverty are those 

who really want a better life, but 

may not know how to dream or 

plan for such a goal. 

The Youth participants will take 

the semester to dream of a life 

that they want to obtain, a life 

that may be different than what 

was possible in family 

generations before them.  They 

will learn about budgeting, job 

markets, setting goals, 

occupational interests, society 

and influence.  The young 

investigators will learn about 

systemic generational poverty 

and how best to make a path 

forward and break cycles of 

poverty. 
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The investigation will uncover 

the hidden rules of poverty—

some of the realities that will 

serve them well into the future 

and other realities that hold 

people back from gaining 

opportunities.   Youth 

Investigators will also learn the 

hidden rules of the middle class, 

and how our society operates 

with cultural norms that are 

typical of jobs, housing, 

influence.   

At the end of the semester, the 

youth will have an opportunity to 

present their portfolio of their 

future path to gain resources for 

a life they want.  They will then 

apply for a $300 program grant 

to help them get started to reach 

their goals.   

The People In Need Grant is all 

about making significant 

changes for everyone in 

community—rich, poor and in-

between.  It takes all of us caring 

for one another, and caring for 

one’s self to have full and 

meaningful lives. 

Deep sense of gratitude to the 

Transylvania Endowment Fund 

and the Community Foundation 

of Western North Carolina for 

entrusting us with this endeavor.  

Together by God’s grace we can 

realize the dream!  

 

 

Sharing House Receives CFWNC 
“People In Need” Grant 

Homesteading 
Courses Continue  

With a generous grant from the 
Lake Toxaway Charities, the 
Sharing House continues to 

host a series of “self-
sufficiency” courses to stretch 
dollars and build community. 

Job Readiness Course 
January 

 

One Skillet Meals Course 
March 

Instant Pot Cooking Course  
April 

Prayers for Sharing 
House Ministry 

We know that it is through God’s 
grace that this ministry exists to 

shine light in some dark and 
hard places.  We continue to 
pray for strength and courage 
for our neighbors in need, and 
for the many volunteers who 
take time and heart to bear 

these stories with care. 

Thanks to the many 
congregations and people who 

hold us in prayer. 
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Sharing House Volunteer 
Appreciation Celebration and 

Dinner  
Thursday, April 27  

 5:30-7:30pm 
Strauss Park Club House 

Transylvania County is blessed with many people who 
give back to community through volunteerism. Every 
week it takes 120 Volunteers to open our doors for 

ministry.  

Last year there were 16,187 Hours logged by          
Be the change you wish to see in this world! 

Thanks to All who Give!  

Transylvania Christian Ministry 


